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Back Story

•	The Israelites have been invaded (1 Samuel 17:1)

•	The battleground is a valley between two hills (1 Samuel 17:3)

•	Goliath is a Philistine with a big spear, a big body, and a big mouth (1 Samuel 17:4-10)

•	David is an Israelite shepherd boy with a sling, a calling, and God (1 Samuel 17:12-36)

1 Samuel 17:41-47
41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to 
David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and 
he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to 
the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and 
cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air 
and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  
47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for 
the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”  

Lessons I was taught from David and Goliath in church:

•	Be a giant killer

•	Be your own champion

•	Be prepared – lions, bears, and then giants

•	Carry stones – you never know when you will face a giant

•	Wear armor that fits and be true to yourself

•	Know your real enemy – everyone has a Saul

•	Giants are everywhere

•	The battle belongs to the Lord



OUR  
MISSION

Narcissistic Eisegesis

When you put yourself in a Bible story and you are always the hero, you tend to miss 
the point.

The problem with that approach: 

If you are David, what do you do with 2 Samuel 21:15-17? What do you do when all 
of your rocks miss?

The point of David and Goliath: 

A historical account of David’s faith and how God supernaturally intervened 

for His glory.

The Lessons of David and Goliath

•	God uses small people for big purposes. (1 Corinthians 1:27-31)

•	My victories are not mine – they are God’s. (Ephesians 1:6)

•	I am not David – I am one of the Israelites.

•	Jesus intervened in my life and defeated the giant of sin and death.

•	Jesus’ victory allows me to be like David, a redeemed sinner and a man after 
God’s own heart.

Small Group Questions

1)	 What is the largest task or undertaking you are facing in the month of August? How has 
God prepared you for this moment?

2)	What lessons were you taught from David and Goliath in your lifetime?

3)	 Is there a time when God clearly intervened in your life? Where did He intervene? How 
did He intervene?

4)	How can God get glory when we fail?

5)	Has the meaning of story of David and Goliath changed for you after this message? In 
what way?

6)	How can we pray for you today?

To create an authentic Christian community that effectively reaches out  
to unchurched people in love, acceptance and forgiveness so that they  
may experience the joy of salvation and a purposeful life of discipleship.


