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Joseph’s tension

Now, Israel loved Joseph more than any of his sons, because he had been born to him 
in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. When his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak 
a kind word to him. – Genesis 37:3-4

Application: Parents, playing favorites is not cool!

Joseph’s gift

Joseph, had a dream… – Genesis 37:5a

Joseph’s ego

…and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. – Genesis 37:5b

Application: God will deal with your ego – with or without your permission. 
(Isaiah 26:3 and John 3:30)

Joseph’s trial

So, when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe – the richly 
ornamented robe that he was wearing – and they took him and threw him into the 
cistern… his brothers pulled him out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of 
silver to the Ishmaelites who took him to Egypt. – Genesis 37:23-28

Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison… – Genesis 39:20a

Application: Trials are doorways for God’s faithfulness.

Joseph’s help

…But while Joseph was there in prison, the Lord was with him; he showed kindness to 
him and granted him favor… – Genesis 39:20b-21

Joseph’s opportunity

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no can interpret it. But I have heard it said 
of you that when you hear of a dream you can interpret it.”

“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “But God will give Pharaoh the answer he 
desires.” – Genesis 41:16

Application: God honors humility.



1)	 Where are you in the birth order of your family (oldest, middle, youngest)? How did 
this affect how you grew up?

2)	 Do you know what your spiritual gifts are? Read 1 Corinthians 12 for a list of the gifts.

3)	 What have the trials of your life taught you about yourself? What have they taught 
you about God?

4)	 Joseph chooses to forgive his brothers. Who do you need to forgive that you have 
been carrying an offense against? Will you forgive?

5)	 How do you balance planning for the future (Joseph stored up food for the famine) 
with the fact Matthew 6:34 tells us not to worry about tomorrow? 

6)	 How can we pray for you today?

Small Group Questions

Joseph’s rise

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” – 
Genesis 41:41

Joseph’s wisdom

During the seven years of abundance, the land produced plentifully. Joseph collected 
all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the 
cities. – Genesis 41:47-48a

Joseph’s grace

Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. – Genesis 50:20

Application: Two thousand years ago, God sent a prince. Jesus left his home and 
his Father to come here. His brothers would hate him and wanted him dead. He 
would be sold for silver, falsely accused and punished even though he had done 
nothing wrong. But God would use the bad things done to Jesus for good – the 
saving of many lives.


